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his appointment. But the latter represented that, although
he -would willingly obey, he could not do so without per-
mission from the almirante, who had sent him to punish the
rebels, and govern that province until his further orders.
Thus, with biting words and mocking each other, some days
elapsed; till the doctor, seeing that Ocampo would not obey
the orders, and laughed at him, determined to go to San
Domingo to complain to the almirante of the discourtesy
shown to him, and the refusal to obey the royal commands.
Before he departed he had a wooden house made (being un-
willing to go into the town of Toledo}, and put into' it all the
provisions and stores that he had brought from Spain; leaving
his cavaliers there to guard them till his return. Thus he
went away to San Domingo. Meanwhile Ocampo also, with
the greater part of his soldiers, decamped; for they had be-
come rich with the spoils torn from the Indians, and had
begun to quarrel about the division of the pearls.1
The chiefs of the province of CumanA, now seeing that
Ocampo was gone off with most of the soldiery, and that
there only remained the Christians whom the doctor had
left together in a group, besides those who were wandering
about rapacious for pearls, licentious to the women, and
doing many other wanton violences ; they agreed to rise in
arms, and with one consent on a Sunday morning the natives
assailed the Spaniards; so that of all who were in Amara-
capanna, and along the sea shore to the westward, none
escaped with their lives. The monks were killed while
saying mass; and in Cumand they attacked the doctor's
house and took it, and nearly all the cavaliers were most
cruelly killed with poisoned darts, the rest escaping in a
boat with some monks, who fled to Cubagm carrying the
sacrament with them. The houses, the churches, the monas-
1 Ocampo appears to have been a witty, crafty, sanguinary, and reck-
less commander, who must have quickly found that Las Casas was more
fit for a cloister than a governorship, (Trans)